Oct. 12.]        His disgust at coarse manners.
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window in the coldest day or night, and stands before it. It may do with his constitution; but most people, amongst whom I am one, would say, with the frogs in the fable, ' This may be sport to you ; but it is death to us.' It is in vain to try to find a meaning in every one of his particularities, which, I suppose, arc mere habits, contracted by chance ; of which every man has some that are more or less remarkable. His speaking to himself, or rather repeating, is a common habit with studious men accustomed to deep thinking ; and, in. consequence of their being thus rapt, they will even laugh by themselves, if the subject which they are musing on is a merry one. Dr. Johnson is often uttering pious ejaculations, when he appears to be talking to himself; for sometimes his voice grows stronger, and parts of the Lord's Prayer are heard1. I have sat beside him with more than ordinary reverence on such occasions3.
In our Tour, I observed that he was disgusted whenever he met with coarse manners. He said to me, 'I know not how it is, but I cannot bear low life3: and I find others, who have as good a right as I to be fastidious, bear it better, by having mixed more with different sorts of men. You would think that I have mixed pretty well too.'
He read this clay a good deal of my Journal, written in a small book with which he had supplied me, and was pleased, for he said,' I wish thy books were twice as big.' He helped me to fill up blanks which I had left in first writing it, when
1  Sec ante, \. 559.
2  It is remarkable, that Dr. Johnson should have read this account of some of his own peculiar habits, without saying any thing on the subject, which I hoped he would have done.   BOSWELL.   Sec ante, p. 146, note 2, and iv. 211, where Boswell 'observed he must have been a bold laugher who would have ventured to tell Dr. Johnson of any of his peculiarities.'
3  In this he was very unlike Swift, who, in his youth, when travelling in England, ' generally chose to dine with waggoners, hostlers, and persons of that rank ; and he used to lie at night in houses where he found written over the door Lodgmgs for a penny.   He delighted in scenes of low life.'   Lord Orrery's Swift, ed. 1752, p. 33.
I wasidelity to his trust, contrived that the children should be changed. Maclean, being thus preserved from death, in time recovered his original patrimony; and, in gratitude to his friend, made his castle a place of refuge to any of the clan that should think himself in danger; and, as a proof of reciprocal confidence, Maclean took upon himself and his posterity the care of educating the heir of Maclonich.' Johnson's Works, ix. 130.
